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Message
from the Interim
Executive Director
Terri Hampson

Hello End of the YEAR!...I am sure we never
dreamed this is what our world would look like at
this time last year! It has been a whirlwind 4
months as we wrap up 2020 and get it in the books
as DONE!
NLLS General Board election was held in Nov to
fill the vacant Executive position, welcome to
Jennifer Anheliger from the Town of Morinville, we
look forward to your knowledge and expertise at the
table.
Staffing

we

are

excited

to

welcome

James

MacDonald in Feb 2021 as our new Executive
Director. We will also be welcoming, Joanne Knysh,
Michelle Terriss and Ina Smith as Consultants in
the

Public

Services

Department

focussing

on

various projects in the new year as well.
Indigenous Portfolio we continue the hard work
alongside PLSB and move forward to assist with the
newly formed Frog Lake Library Board getting this
board up and running. This will be the first
Indigenous Library board to be a system member not
only for NLLS but in Alberta! Exciting times
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Thank

you

for

your

patience

and

understanding during this time serving as
Interim Acting Director. It has been a great
learning opportunity and time of personal
growth. I will leave this role with a wealth
of

new

library

information

and

an

increased respect for all of you who serve
in various ways to ensure the ultimate end
user our patrons are served.
I am happy to discuss any questions or
concerns you may have. I am only a phone
call

or

Zoom

meeting

away!

thampson@nlls.ab.ca or 780-724-2596 ext.
2110 or 780-545-4169 cell.
Stay Safe ~ Be Well ~
Standing Together 6 Feet Apart!
MERRY CHRISTMAS and HAPPY NEW
YEAR!
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One of the Younger Patrons
at the Newbrook Library
by Tracy Woloshyniuk

I want to share a little story with you, about one of my younger patrons at the Newbrook
Library, Walker Trout. Walker is 9 years old and is in grade 5.
He likes to read all sorts of books, mostly factual but enjoys comical titles like Garfield, or
Big Nate. He really loves the Who Would Win series written by Jerry Pallotta. He had
literally read every one of those books in our library, and I had brought in titles from other
libraries through our interlibrary loan any of the titles we didn't have. Then the day came
Walker asked for another one from Jerry Pallotta, I had to tell him, he simply had read
them all. There weren't any new titles available. Walker was more than just a little
disappointed. He went home and decided to write a letter to Jerry Pallotta and give him a
few ideas for a new book.
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So, the next day Walker mailed the letter and waited. Finally, a package arrived in the
mail for Walker. Jerry Pallotta had replied to his letter, sent him an autographed copy of
one of his Who Would Win series, The Ultimate Shark Rumble a few bookmarks,
and author cards.
I had a few moments with Walker to ask him what he felt about the experience.
Walker said he was more than just pretty excited when he found the book in the
envelope. He was eager to just tear through it looking at the pictures, but his brothers
told him to get reading! When he finished reading it the first time, he gave it to his Mom,
Wendy, to read aloud to all of them.
Walker told me he likes the books because they have a lot of facts about his favorite
animals, and sometimes the pages will have something funny. I asked him to tell me his
favorite of the series, and he laughed. Well, I have three favorites he said, Ultimate
Dinosaur Rumble, the Green Ant vs The Army Ant, and the Ultimate Ocean Rumble, oh
and Skunk vs Jaguar, and ...and...I'm sure he could go on and on.
I do believe this experience has made a lifelong reader out of Walker. I wish there were
more of these stories to write about, especially in times like these.
I'm grateful to Walker and to Mr. Pallotta for making my day a little brighter.
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Bonnyville
Municipal
Library
by LeahWoodford

Bonnyville Municipal
Library is proud to present
Brain Boxes with the
support of grants from
Bonnyville F.C.S.S. and
Cenovus. Brain Boxes are
kits we have developed
based on the S.T.E.(A). M.
theory of developing
preteen and teen intellect,
curiosity, and exposure to
these themes.
For example Brain Boxes
will include challenges and
resources for astronomy,
math challenges,
engineering resources and
challenges, music resources
and more! Brian Boxes will
be available for circulation
in January 2021.
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Bonnyville Municipal
Library is happy to
have received a
proclamation\for the
month of October
from the Town of
Bonnyville in support
of National Library
Month.
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News from the
I.T Department
by Kelly McGrath

Deck the website with blurbs of info
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
Tis the season for a new phone system
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
Install we now the new TRACpac App
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
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DSee the supernet updates before us
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
Strike the pen and join the system
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
Follow me to the Frog Lake Library
Fa-la-la, la-la-la, la-la-la
While I tell of Sinefa’s packet shaper
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la

Fast away the old servers retire
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
Hail the new year, with upgraded servers
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
Sing we joyous, of groups.io
Fa-la-la, la-la-la, la-la-la
Mindful of Covid and lockdown
Fa-la-la-la-la, la-la-la-la
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Harbour View Cold Lake Branch
by Tanya Boudreau
Thank-you to library patron Glenda Schoepp-Drake for the
homemade Harry Potter inspired bookend she made and
donated to the library. It even lights up!
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Harbour View Cold Lake Branch
by Tanya Boudreau

New homemade sheets and pillows for the big couch at the South
Branch of the Cold Lake Public Library.
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Seasonal LibraryAware Ideas
Find flyer templates to promote your collection, events, closures
or create a calendar!
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Mannville Centennial Public Library
by Brenda Walker

IT'S SO MUCH
FUN!
What better way to spread
some Christmas cheer than
to give out gingerbread kits
to the first 20 lucky
patrons. We gave away 10
train kits and 10 mini
villages and not only a
terrific response but our
patrons showed so much
gratitude and appreciation
of our generosity that it
makes your heart warm
knowing that you've done
some good in the world we
are living in. These are
just a few of the pictures
that were returned to us
and we do know that some
didn't get the chance to put
them together before most
of it was eaten but did it
really matter. We are
proud of our "Craft-in-abag" program allowing our
patrons to do their crafts at
home because truthfully
who really has time to sit
and do crafts in the library
this time of year.
Merry Christmas
Everyone!

News From Bibliographic Services
by Diane Babcock

2020 - the year that has been challenging for all of us in many ways and it seems
Christmas will be no exception. The Bib Services department is proud to be here to help
keep things flowing as normally as possible. If there is something we can do for your
library or if you have any questions, please reach out either by HelpDesk, email or by
phone.
Ordering for the year has come to an end. We all did a fantastic job of continuing to get
awesome new materials into libraries for patrons during this uncertain year. We would
like to thank each and every one of you for your patience and faith in us. Northern
Lights will be continuing to catalog items right up to the end of the year and keeping the
items coming back to you on van run as long as is allowed. Any leftover funds, items
and Outside Purchases will not be lost but will be processed in 2021.
From all of us here in Bibliographic Services at Northern Lights, we wish you and yours
a safe, joyful and happy holiday season and look forward to 2021!

Happy Holidays from the NLLS van
drivers who rolled with all of the
changes in 2020
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Lac La Biche County Libraries
by Maureen Penn

Gift Card - STEAMpunkery: Chocolate Class
With the gift card from NLLS we purchased inserts for our annual chocolate
making class. Thank you for helping us provide additional stations to support
COVID19 guidelines for this program.

"

Escape Room

Our Alice and Wonderland Escape Room was a huge success and we had 65
people in attendance many who have never done an Escape Room before.
Some of the comments received where:
This was so well done! We had so much fun today, it
was super clever and more challenging than we
expected!
We escaped! Thanks to the library for a fantastic
event. We had a great time!
The kids loved it and are wondering when the next
escape room is.
Your rooms were absolutely amazing and the clues
were so creative.
We are already planning our next one for
Fall 2021 entitled House of Horrors

"
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We are looking forward to hosting three after hours Ladies Nights in 2021.

Don’t forget to join us at our Library Con. Do you like science fiction, fantasy,
steampunk, comics, gaming, or anime? Then come join us at our Annual
Library Con on January 9th from 11-3:30pm. This is a pop culture convention
so… don your cape, grab your mask, jump in your TARDIS and join us at the
Stuart MacPherson Public Library where we will have activities for all ages
including a costume contest. The theme this year is Disney. During Library
Con event we will also be unveiling our Musical Instrument Lending Library.
This collection provides library members an opportunity
to borrow a variety of instruments at no cost. The
Musical Instrument Lending Library is made
possible with funding from
the Kimberley Foundation.
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News from the Public Services Department
by Vicky Zhang

New consultant
NLLS Public Services Department has a new consultant joining the team.
Let’s welcome Kayla Reddecliff. Growing up in Bonnyville, Alberta,
Kayla is familiar with the region and is dedicated to help our member
libraries to grow and thrive.

New Indigenous blocks
With the help of Greg Morgan, Vicky Zhang was able to create two indigenous
blocks. She is looking forward to seeing the blocks going out and circulating.
New kits (November to December 2020)
Storywalk® kits - In consultation with the Greater Victoria Public Library, Vicky
created 3 Storywalk® kits. They went out immediately and were used in different
libraries to support various programming/events. We are in the process of
collecting feedback from libraries. Please do not hesitant to email Vicky about
your thoughts!
Osmo kit - Osmo contains
fun-filled

&

award-

winning learning games.
Children
actual

interact
handheld

with
pieces

and an iPad, bringing a
child's

game

pieces

&

actions to life (No WiFi
necessary for game play).
Our Osmo kit includes 3
iPads, both Little Genius
and Genius Starter kits,
as well as 4 most popular
add-on games.
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New E-resources
We are in the process of
subscribing to two new eresources: A-Z world travel
and A-Z world food, where
patrons can access to the most
comprehensive information on
travelling, culture and recipes
online in one click.
Winter Reading Program
(WPR)
WRP runs from January to
February 2021 and participants
have the opportunity to win a
grand prize, a $100 Chapters
gift card and $100 to the
patron’s home library. The
prizes will be awarded via a
draw as in previous years.
Next year
Public Services Department
will continue supporting each
library from all aspects and
providing quality services
libraries need. At NLLS HQ,
we will keep working on
managing the non-fiction
collection, working with other
library systems, and
collaborating on provincial
initiatives.
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News from the Marketing Department
by Heather Elliott
Here we are as in olden days,
Happy golden days of yore.
Faithful friends who are dear to us

Have Yourself A Merry Little Christmas

Gather near to us once more.

Music composed by Hugh Martin,
lyrics by Ralph Blane

The year 2020 has been a year of changes and challenges. The library's core value of
connecting communities thrived because the work continued and the staff innovated.
NLLS HQ and libraries have promoted their online assets, enhanced virtual services, and
provided programming during a time of social distancing. E-resources are available 24
hours a day, seven days a week for free with a library card along with how-to tutorials for
using the resources.
NLLS and member libraries leveraged their Box Clever new websites and their social
media platforms to keep communities informed.

Libraries again pivot to ensure a

successful 2021 Winter Reading Program (WRP) by looking at ways to include more
online. Marketing continues to provide tip sheets, promotional materials, WRP graphics,
social media posts, and tutorials for the member libraries to promote their services,
programs, and collections. The Marketing Department looks forward to fulfilling the
needs of the member libraries in 2021.
Happy Holiday and a very Happy New Year!
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Forest of Lights
by Jodi Arrowsmith, Tracy Paradis & NLLS Staff

Northern Lights Library System participated in the Elk Point & District's Chamber of
Commerce to LIGHT UP the holidays and bring cheer to the community.
To participate NLLS staff completed and set up a design that was sturdy and free
standing in the First Annual Forest of Lights on November 28th. You can visit the
seventeen business trees until January 5, 2021 at the EcoCentre in Elk Point.

Library Manager Council
Jodi Dahlgren - Chair
Tracy Woloshyniuk - First Vice Chair
Donna Williams - Second Vice Chair
D'Arcy Evans - Secretary
Maureen Penn, Past Chair

Wainwright Public Library
Newbrook Public Library
Vegreville Centennial Library
Myrnam Community Library
Lac La Biche County Libraries

Executive Committee
Vicky Lefebvre - Chair, City of Cold Lake
Warren Griffin - Vice-Chair,
County of Athabasca
Cyndy Heslin, Village of Ryley
Craig Lukinuk, Smoky Lake County
Jennifer Anheliger, Town of Morinville

Jill McLuckie, Village of Mannville
Karen Shaw, Sturgeon County
Barbara Smith, Village of Boyle
Debra McQuinn, Town of Elk Point
Larry Tiedemann, S.V. of Mewatha Beach

NLLS Board
Al Harvey
Amelia Hursin
Barbara Smith
Barry Bruce
Bernie Marko
Bob Foley
Cathy Brown
Clinton Murray
Craig Lukinuk
Cyndy Heslin
Dana Swigart
Darlene Beniuk
Daryl Frank
David Barry
David Diduck

Debra McQuinn
Dennis Irving
Dianne Saskiw
Don Romanko
Donna Clark
Donna Rudolf
Duncan Binder
Edwin Tomaszyk
Elaine Sorochan
Ina Smith
Jaycinth Millante
Jennifer Anheliger
Jill McLuckie
Julie Krahulec
Justin Thompson
Karen Shaw

Larry Tiedemann
Laurent Amyotte
Les Dorosh
Lori Barr
Lorna Storoschuk
Marjorie Lawson
Mary Arnold
Melody Morton
Norm Noel
Phil Valleau
Richard Filipchuk
Sheila Lupul

Stephen Dafoe
Tannia Cherniwchan
Tanya May
Tara Kuzio
Tara Lawrence
Tom Reid
Val Gramlich
Vicky Lefebvre
Warren Griffin
Wayne Olechow
Will Oudshoorn

