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THE AURORA
example of libraries, and municipalities, working together.
We know how to do this, we just have to expand our
horizons!
When I ran for Chair, I said I wanted to change the focus
of Northern Lights, from being highly focused internally
(rewriting our policies), to including a regional focus, and
a provincial focus. We still have some policy work to finish
(isn’t there always some policy work to do?), but it would
seem prudent to concentrate on the regional work,
instead of the provincial aspects.

Board Chair Brief
Summer is supposed to be a time when we relax and
enjoy what we have. In some ways, this summer has
been that for me. However, at Northern Lights,
summer is also when we begin the budget
discussions; trying to forecast what we need for next
year, and trying to predict what the Province will do to
support Libraries! In today’s world, forecasting what
we need for next year is the “easiest” part of the
budget; trying to guess what the province is going to
do to support Libraries is the tough part.
An old Chinese saying is: may you live in interesting
times. Today, in Canada (at least politically), we are
living in interesting times! I hear a lot of talk saying
“we” need to work together; we need to work more
collaboratively. The province has even made this a
legislative requirement for municipalities. I know this
isn’t a new concept for the library world, libraries have
been stretching their money for many years by
working together. Regional Systems are a great

At the Jasper conference, it was clear, the Province is in
the “red zone” where they don’t want to make any waves
before the election. If there was time, and money; there is
work to be done provincially to make sure the province
remembers Northern Lights. But as usual, Northern Lights
doesn’t have an overabundance of time or money, so I
have suggested we should concentrate more on regional
concerns.
Northern Lights needs to have a regional focus. Our
municipal partners, and our Library partners, need to
know what is happening at Northern Lights, and they
need to know what their money is being spent on. I am
preparing a regional advocacy plan, (for presentation to
the Executive during the July meeting) detailing the
message I want to bring to our partners, and the schedule
for meeting with our partners. Going with Julie, I plan to
meet with our municipal partners, beginning this fall. If
things go as planned, we will be able to meet with all of
the Councils at least once by the end of this municipal
term.
We all have a voice. But when we speak as individuals,
our voice gets lost in the choir. When we speak with one
voice as a region, our voice gets much louder. When we
speak as one voice across the province, our voice gets
louder still. It doesn’t mean we stop competing, but it does
mean we work with each other, so we all do better.
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Marwayne Public Library

Marwayne Public Library hosted A Tournament of Books
competition for all children 10 and up. We received 80 votes. The
goal was to detemine what the best book on our bulletin was for
2018. The winner was Amulet, The Stonekeeper by Kazu Kibuishi.
What started out as a simple tournament became a way for children
to expand their reading genres. All of a sudden we had boys taking
out other Bad Kitty books and girls reading more graphic novels.
Series that had not been looked at for a few years, were now being
checked out again! All in all our tournament was a huge success!

We would never have been able to do such a
successful event if it was not for Tracpac!

Lac La Biche Public Libraries

The North Branch Library
in Cold Lake was closed for
a few weeks in April and
May 2018 for renovations.
They received new carpet.
New shelving will be
coming in July and August.
Proceeds came from the
Community Facility
Enhancement Program
grant.

Congratulations on the first ever Health and Wellness Fair in Lac
La Biche. The library seen a 120 people come out to this event on
Thursday, May 17th, 2018.

NORTHERN LIGHTS LIBRARY SYSTEM

Irma Public Library

Tell Us About Your
Mom Contest

Exciting news for the school
housed public library in Irma!
On May 15, 2018, a sod turning ceremony took place at the
future location of the new Irma School. A library fundraising
committee was formed and an additional $100,000+ was raised to
enhance the library and this project. They are looking forward to the
fall of 2019, when the new school is slated to open.

Viking Municipal Library
had a Mother’s Day
contest – prizes for both
mom & child!
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Mannville Municipal Library
It was a near sellout crowd that gathered at the Crossroads
Museum in Mannville Friday night for two live history theatre
performances. By chance, Library Manager, Brenda Walker
noticed an email come across her computer from Jasmine
Bowen. Intrigued by the prospect of a live theatre Walker
sent a reply giving several facts about the small village of
Mannville: the first telephone office, first municipal hospital,
Booher murders of 1928 and the first white settlers in the
area which began the planning stage of bringing a Live
History Theatre from Ottawa, Ontario to Mannville, Alberta.
Jasmine started her acting career at the age of 9, followed
her dream of theatre and through her love of history formed
her own company performing live history for audiences around the world.
Jasmine and her fellow actors started off 2018 in Halifax and will finish the
year in Australia/New Zealand. Upon arriving in Mannville Jasmine and
fellow actor, Joshua gave two one-hour workshops for Grades 3, 4 & 5
followed by Grades 6, 7 and 8. After walking through the stages of how to
devise a mystery performance the students were divided into groups and
encouraged to think of a mini performance of their own. Following the
workshops Jasmine and Joshua proceeded to the Crossroads Museum to
rehearse the evening performances. With room for only 30 guests per
show the audiences gathered around the many artifacts of the museum to
witness the appearance of the mystery guest, confused of who she was,
where she was and what year it was. Throughout the evening visitors
interacted with the mystery guest solving clues, seeking and unlocking
treasure boxes to finally help the mystery guest remember her identity.
The mystery guest Sorine Boe was the first white settler in the Mannville
area. Descendants of Mrs. Boe still reside at the original homestead north
of Mannville.
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