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Digital Literacy

WHAT YOU'LL FIND INSIDE:

Kelly McGrath
Olimpia, a sophisticated

MILESTONES

humanoid robot, is ready to

LIBRARY STORIES

rock the libraries! Olimpia
comes to you with an
instruction manual, some

Armed with many sensors, actuators

basic programming and set up.

and heavy duty servo motors, it can be

I.T. will be accompanying

programmed to walk, talk, speak, listen

Olimpia's first library visit

and interact with its environment.

and because this new tech is
so popular, I.T. is now booking

The NAO robots have also proven to

for 2020.

actively engage students from a young

Olimpia's name was chosen through a random draw

age in the uptake and learning of

and was submitted by Louise from the Cold Lake

Python, the industry standard

Public Library. Thank you everyone for your

programming language used to code the

suggestions and participation. Northern Lights

NAO, providing a solid base for future

Library System awards the winning library with a

studies and innovation in the STEM

2TB Expansion Portable External Hard Drive.

space. ~ Public Libraries Connect
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LibraryAware Promotion
Smoky Lake Public Library
The Town FCSS has purchase 50 books (with
the help of the extraordinary talented Diane,
Acquisitions Specialist, NLLS). The library
will be adding the library information and
offering a FREE FAMILY MEMBERSHIP.
Each new baby will receive these when the
Health nurse completes a visit.
The promotion was created in LibraryAware
from the 'Raise a Reader' series. In the
original promotion a generic library card is

The promotion will

displayed but with a quick ask, the Northern

be included with

Lights Library System TRAcpac card was
swapped in.
NOTE: The TRACpac library card image is
available. When swapping an image, you can
search 'TRAC_card' for your promotions.

Retirement of Ina Smith
Bonnyville Municipal Library
Librarian, Ina Smith, has dedicated 14 years of
services to the municipal library. Now it is
time for both the Bonnyville Municipal Library
and Northern Lights Lights Library System to
say good-bye and wish Ina all the best in her
next life adventure.
You can leave well wishes at the library or on
the Bonnyville Municipal Library Facebook
page.
~ 'Congratulations Ina on your retirement.
You were an asset to the library community. I
am sure you will be missed! Enjoy retirement!'~

library information
brochure to new
moms in the
community
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Historical Ghost Walk
Innisfree Public Library by Marilyn Newton

On August 23, we partnered with a local business, Shine, to host a Historical
Ghost Walk around Innisfree. Psychic Medium Mary June Tracy, also known as
‘The Guru Mama’ joined us from Calgary for this special event. We did 2 walks
around the Village with 22 people attending!
On the first walk, we were able to tour the local museum because heading out to
tour the streets. A notable thing that happened in the museum, was that in one
room, a lot of us felt a heaviness on our chests when we walked into it and a few
of us couldn’t even stay in there. Mary June said that she felt someone had died of
a heart attack in that room. We made a stop outside the Hotel and talked to the
managers there about some of the history as well. A few stops along the way Mary
June noted, for example, that there was a café in one building at one time. It was
remodeled into a hardware store with no evidence of a café there anymore.
The second walk started with a tour of the building that the library is in. I have
noticed that there is one door at the end of the hallway that always seems to be
open when I returned to work, even though I make sure to close it the night before
and no one else has been in here. I didn’t say anything about it and when we got to
the door, Mary June mentioned that the caretaker (who worked here for years
when it was a school) was still here and liked to play
tricks on me by opening this door! We then moved on to a local church for a tour
around. Mary June stopped at one house and said this has a connection to the
caretaker at the library. One of the women on the walk mentioned that the
caretaker lived in that house! He has been gone for over 20 years. It was very
interesting!
After both walks, we came back to the library for each participant to have a mini
reading. There were a few things that Mary June was very accurate on with each
person. Things that she couldn’t have known just meeting most of for the first
time! Everyone really enjoyed our Historical Ghost Tour and I’ve had requests to
host another one next summer. Just one of the many different things we can offer
our patrons!

Harbour View Cold Lake Branch
by Tanya Boudreau

Microgreen
Presentation

Reading with
Cats

Walking
China

Part of the Summer Reading
Program

Part of the Summer
Reading Program

China out for a walk with
some Cold Lake Library
Patrons,

Natasha Parkinson,
Miss Northeastern Alberta World 2019
Thank-you to Natasha Parkinson for the scholarship information
session at the Cold Lake High School. And thank-you to the teachers
who let us use their room, and to all the students who attended. Great
questions and discussions. Natasha handed out a compilation of
resources about scholarships and bursaries,and stayed afterward to
talk to students one on one about questions pertaining to applying for
universities overseas and within Canada, and tips for writing
entrance essays for applications.

Lac La Biche County Libraries
by Maureen Penn

SUMMER

FAMILY
FRIDAY

ESCAPE
ROOM

A few photos from the June
Escape Room which had 145
people in attendance on a
Family Friday.

It was FUN and TRICKY. Better
than other (professional) escape
rooms we went to.
~ one from a many great of the
compliments

SUMMER READING
PROGRAM
Event held in July
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Music Lessons
Innisfree Public Library by Marilyn Newton
Another great thing we are offered this Spring
& Summer were guitar and ukulele lessons!

These once a week, free lessons are taught by a
local retired teacher, Sheila Whitmore. Using
Casino funds from our Friends of the Library
Group, we were able to buy 12 ukuleles to offer
to our patrons on a loan basis. The lessons
have been very well attended and I enjoy
listening them to them every Wednesday.
Sheila will be going south for the Winter to

"Guitar &

teach classes there, but we will be joining her

Ukulele

via Skype on our Smart TV so those who wish

Lessons!"

to continue with the lessons can. When she
returns next Spring, she will continue the
lessons and will also be going into the school
music classes.

We are very happy that this program has
become so successful!
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Summer Entertainer
Mundare Municipal Public Library
by Evelyn Henke

Mundare Library claim to fame for the entertainer, Steve Harmer
we were the only outdoor performance all summer
the last performance of the summer
27 children participated

CELEBRATING

75 Years of Servie
Smoky Lake Public Library by Melody Kabam
On June 12/19, the Smoky Lake Public Library celebrated 75
years of service in the Town of Smoky Lake. From our humble
beginnings in a small location to our current building, we have
been busy and active in the town.

Coincidentally, it has also been 25 years since we have been in
our current location.

The celebrations started in the afternoon with a free family
BBQ . We had an excellent turnout! The Kinsmen donated the
BBQ, the Kinettes provided labor to cook the wieners. The local
bakery donated the lovely cupcakes for the afternoon
celebration. We also kicked off the one year of FREE
memberships. With thanks to the Town of Smoky Lake and the
Smoky Lake County, we are able to supply new and renewal
cards for one full year. It was a busy afternoon signing up all
the new members that came out for the BBQ!

Thank you to NLLS staffer Anna Scott for her assistance all
afternoon.

75 Years
Later in the evening, we hosted an adult only wine and
cheese event. Again, thank you to our local bakery for
providing the cake that we shared with everyone.

There

was plenty of visiting and catching up. Presentations were
made by the Town of Smoky Lake, Smoky Lake County
and NLLS.

The day would not have been possible without the support
of the current Library Board members who met, arranged
and organized for the last 6 months and who spent all day
preparing, cleaning up, moving furniture, cutting
vegetables, and generally making sure the day went off
without a hitch. Thank you to
Board Chair Lisa Boykiw,
directors Karen Wood, Anne Mansell, Leslie
Yeager, Lori Tychkowsky, Kendra Jones and
Town Councillor Melody Morton.

This library does not run without them! (But of course, we
did not take a group photo).
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Marwayne Public Library
by Carmen Smart
Marwayne Public Library
made homemade bath
bombs for all ages.

The magician Steve
Harmer was a huge
success! Our magic
books are being
checked-out once again!
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Upcycled Signage
by Carmen Smart
Marwayne Public Library has purchased these signs from
Irma Public Library. I would like to thank Irma Public
Library. These signs are truly a loved treasure to us.

A note about how recycling among us libraries can make such
a difference. Also, that the book shelf with the BOOKS
lettering was given to us by Irma. We repainted it to fit
in with our décor. Also another thank you for that.

Comic Books
by Carmen Smart
Comic book giveaway, a popular day. There were so
many that participated
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Mannville Centennial
Public Library
by Brenda Walker
A crowd of 25 gathered at the Mannville
Centennial Public Library to enjoy the readings
of Author Chance Hansen. Chance and his
mother Pascha, who is the illustrator of
Chance’s books, has traveled Alberta and
Saskatchewan promoting Chance’s work. The
audience enjoyed Chance’s humour which
brought laughter and cheers from everyone.
After the reading of the first book Chance and
Pascha had the children play a floor board
game, l then returned to reading another book.
The drawing of Pascha’s was left for the
children to color which is proudly displayed on
the wall in the Kid’s Korner. Both Chance and
Pascha took time out of their busy schedule to
sign all his books which the library owns.

Vegreville Centennial
Library
about Donna Williams
On August 26th, 2019 Donna Williams
participated in the local radio station's weekly
segment - Talk of the Town.
You can check out the interview at:
http://www.country106.ca/community/talk-ofthe-town/

Author
Chance Hansen
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Vermilion Public Library
by Stuart S. Pauls

The library fax machine was an everpresent fixture in our facility for decades. It
peacefully passed into irrelevance sometime
in the 1990s but bravely fought on thanks to
government bureaucracy and the mistaken
assumption that it is more secure than email
or other digital alternatives.
The fax machine will be lovingly
remembered for its vibrant chiming when
documents jammed and the nostalgic swan
song emitted when you accidentally called
the fax line instead of the phone line.
The fax machine is survived by a fat stack
of junk faxes and cheaper online services
like SRFax and MetroSax. It will not
be missed.

APRIL 23 - 26, 2020
Jasper Alberta

THE LIBRARY
FAX MACHINE
OBITUARY
BORN: MAY 19, 1924
DIED: ?
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Bibliographic Services
Bibliographic Services at NLLS has a new
manager - Amy Knifton.
As of July 3, Amy Knifton has joined the
hard-working staff in Bib. Services.
She comes to us from Ontario, and is excited
to become part of the NLLS family. Amy
did a short tour of libraries with the van run
in July, and has spent the remainder of the
summer learning the ropes in the
department. Amy looks forward to meeting
more library managers, and is working
towards maintaining seamless services and
open communication. Amy would like to the
thank all the library managers and staff she
has encountered for the warm welcome, and
looks forward to working with NLLS to
continue to provide excellent services to
member libraries.

To ensure that the overall user experience is better, technical
updates occur. The Polaris 6.3 server upgrade has been
scheduled for February 10, 2020. IT will provide updates and
information as we receive them. Interested in seeing What's
New!, be sure to check out the available document.

Library Manager Council -

Meeting Oct 2, 2019

Jodi Dalgren - Chair
Tracy Woloshyniuk - First Vice Chair
Isabelle Cramp - Secretary

Wainwright Public Library
Newbrook Public Library
Morinville Community Library

Executive Committee - Meeting Nov 23, Feb 29
Vicky Lefebvre - Chair, City of Cold Lake
Warren Griffin - Vice-Chair,
County of Athabasca
Laurent Amyotte, County of St. Paul
Cyndy Heslin, Village of Ryley
Craig Lukinuk, Smoky Lake County

Jill McLuckie, Village of Mannville
Karen Shaw, Sturgeon County
Elaine Sorochan, Town of Two Hills
Justin Thompson, Town of Vermilion
Larry Tiedemann, S.V. of Mewatha Beach

NLLS Board - Meeting Nov 23 2019, Feb 29 2020
Al Harvey
Amelia Hursin
Barbara Smith
Barry Bruce
Bernie Marko
Bob Foley
Cathy Brown
Clinton Murray
Craig Lukinuk
Cyndy Heslin
Dana Swigart
Darlene Beniuk
Daryl Frank
David Barry
David Diduck

Debra McQuinn
Dennis Irving
Dianne Saskiw
Don Romanko
Donna Clark
Donna Rudolf
Duncan Binder
Edwin Tomaszyk
Elaine Sorochan
Ina Smith
Jaycinth Millante
Jill McLuckie
Julie Krahulec
Justin Thompson
Karen Shaw
Larry Tiedemann

Laurent Amyotte
Les Dorosh
Lori Barr
Lorna Storoschuk
Marjorie Lawson
Mary Arnold
Melody Morton
Norm Noel
Phil Valleau
Richard Filipchuk
Sheila Lupul
Stephen Dafoe
Tannia Cherniwchan
Tanya May
Tara Kuzio
Tara Lawrence

Tom Reid
Val Gramlich
Vicky Lefebvre
Warren Griffin
Wayne Olechow
Will Oudshoorn

